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REF: STATE 115911 

1. THE PURPOSE OF THIS CABLE IS TO FORMALLY NOTIFY THE 
POSTS OF THE CONVENING IN GUATEMALA CITY ON NOVEMBER 21 
OF THE FIFTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF THE MINISTERS 

OF LABOR, TO PROVIDE SOME BACKGROUND, AND TO REQUEST POST 
ASSISTANCE. 

2. BACKGROUND. THE INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINIS- 
TERS OF LABOR IS AN INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED CONFERENCE 
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OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES WHICH MEETS PERIOD- 
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ICALLY PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 128 OF THE 
OAS CHARTER. TO DATE THERE HAVE BEEN FOUR CONFERENCES: 

1963 IN BOGOTA, 1966 IN CARACAS, 1969 IN WASHINGTON, AND 
1972 IN BUENOS AIRES. THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY FORMALLY 
CONVOKED THE FIFTH CONFERENCE, AND APPROVED THE AGENDA 
(REFTEL). THE PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE IS TO REVIEW 
THE LABOR SITUATION AND THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THAT 
FIELD BY THE MEMBER STATES AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES AIMED AT GREATER 

PARTICIPATION BY THE MINISTRIES OF LABOR IN INCREASING 
EMPLOYMENT AND IN ACHIEVING PROGRESS IN THE SOCIAL AND 
LABOR AREAS IN THE MEMBER STATES. 

3. AGENDA: 

- RESULTS SINCE THE FOURTH CONFERENCE (IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE DECLARATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BUENOS 
AIRES CONFERENCE ON EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR) 

- NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

- ACTIVITIES BY THE OAS SECRETARIAT 

- - PARTICIPATION OF THE MINISTERS OF LABOR IN INCREAS- 
ING EMPLOYMENT 

- FORMULATION OF EMPLOYMENT POLICIES 

- OPERATION OF THE LABOR MARKET 

- WAGES AND EMPLOYMENT 

- TECHNOLOGY AND EMPLOYMENT 

- SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF FEMALE EMPLOYMENT 

- - PARTICIPATION OF SECTORS IN INCREASING EMPLOYMENT 

- WORKERS 

- EMPLOYERS 

- - OTHER BUSINESS. 

4. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, THERE WILL BE A ROUNDTABLE 
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ON THE TOPIC: "TRANSNATIONAL ENTERPRISES: THEIR EFFECT 
ON LABOR RELATIONS AND THE ROLE OF THE MINISTRIES OF 
LABOR". WE EXPECT THAT THIS WILL BE IN THE NATURE OF A 
PANEL DISCUSSION BY A GROUP OF EXPERTS. 

5. IN PREPARING FOR THE CONFERENCE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
THE ASSISTANCE OF THE POSTS IN PROVIDING THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 
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- BIO DATA ON HEAD OF HOST COUNTRY DEL, IF OTHER 
THAN PRESENT LABOR MINISTER. (FYI: IF PAST PRACTICE 
IS FOLLOWED, THE US DELEGATION WILL BE COMPOSED OF 
ABOUT 10 PERSONS, HEADED BY LABOR SECRETARY DUNLOP. 

END FYI); 

- PROBABLE COMPOSITION OF HOST COUNTRY DELEGATION, 

AND INFORMATION CONCERNING DELEGATION MEMBERS WHICH MIGHT 
BE HELPFUL TO USDEL; 

HOST COUNTRY DELEGATION POSTURE, I.E., PARTICULAR 
INTERESTS OR PROBLEMS IN THE LABOR FIELD IN THE HOST 
COUNTRY (E.G., OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH, LABOR 
SUBJECTS IN UNIVERSITY CURRICULA); RESOLUTIONS WHICH 
HOST COUNTRY DEL MIGHT INTRODUCE OR SUPPORT, NON-LABOR 
ISSUES HOST COUNTRY DEL MIGHT RAISE FORMALLY OR INFORM 
ALLY (E.G., PANAMA CANAL, TRADE, LOS); 

- POST SUGGESTIONS ON US POSTURE AND OBJECTIVES AT 
THE CONFERENCE. 

6. REQUEST REPLIES BY OCTOBER 31. KISSINGER 
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